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Prov. 241, 21. 


My Son fear thou the Lord and the Kine, and 
wedale not with them that are given tochange, 


MErel (according to Crates his wiſh 
El in Platarch) upon the higheſt 
mountain in the Wor!d, ard had a 
voice able to reach the utmoſt 
bounds of the earth, I know not 
a fitter Counſel to proclaim from 
— thence to the ſons of men, than 
this | have now read unto you : 1 hope therefore it will 
not be deemed unſuitable or unſeaſonable to my preſent 
Auditory, the Flower of my dear Native Country. 
And fince you intend this day to ſeal your friendſhip 
with one another, by feaſting together, give me leave to 
preſent you with one diſhot So/omey's providing, which 
(though ir may not reliſh with diſlempered palats, yet 
unleſſe ir prove diſtaſtful by my rude dreſling of it ) 
I dare boldly affirm 1s wholſome food for your ſcules3 
and being digeſted by a conſcientious practice, will 
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make you grow up to an eminent ſtature in Chriſtiani- 
ty, and become children worthy of ſo wiſe, a father as 
Solomon , My Son, fear, &c. t, 

W hat Solomoy faid of fearing God, and keeping his 
Commandements, is no leſſe true of this counſel in the 
Text, that it is Tot#m homizis, the ſum and upſhot of 
mans duty, conſidered asa Chriſtian, as a SubjeR, or as 
a prudent man. And as he cloſed up his Eccleſiaſtes with 

Grot. An- that precept, ſo ( if we may give credit to the Jewiſh 

not- in 10- Rabbins, and other learned men ) this Book of the Pro- 

cum. , verbs was at firſt concluded with this ſerious counſel 
and advice; and all thoſe grave and wiſe ſentences which 
are ſet down from the 22. verſe to the end of the Book, 
were fragments colle&ed out of other writings of Sc- 
lem3n, ( which are loſt )) by the ſervants of Hezthiah, 
and other holy men. 

In this, ar.d the following Verſe, we may conſider $;- 
lows under a twofold notion : Firit, as a Counſellor, 
giving grave and ſober advice; My ſon, fear then, &c. 
Secondly, as a Judge, pronouncing ſentence upon thoſe 
that ſhall negle& his counſel, and walk contrary to it, 
For their deftraftion ſhall riſe up ſuddeyly, &c. 

I ſhall confine my diſcourſe only to the former, where- 
in we have, firlt, the commendation of the counſel , ſe- 
condly, the counſel it ſelf. 

T he Commendation lyes in this, that it is ſuch ad- 
vice as may well befit a father to give to his ſon. And 
indeed ,if you caſt your eyes upon thoſe counſels in this 
Book, which have F1/i mi prefixed before them, you 
ſhall find them moſt excellent in themſelves, and moſt 
worthy of our acceptation; eſpecially if you conſider 
that theſe are the counſels of Solowex, one who had the 
Brains of a wiſe man, as well as the Bowels of a Fa- 
ther, one eminently famous for bis wiſdome among the 
ſons of men, and his wiſdomeis ſo much the more wor- 
thy of our regard, inthat it was not ( like the wiſdome 
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of Achitophel, from below, earthly, ſenſual, devilliſh; 
but it was from above, pure, and peaceable : It was God 


that gave bim a wiſe and underſtanding heart, and chis1 Kio.z.t > 


Counſel being indited by the Spirit of God, who held ' 
his hand, and guided his pen in the writing of ir, muſt * 
needs be the Produdt of Religious Wiſdome. 

I know indeed, the perſons to whom he gives this ad- 
vice, were not his ſons in the ſtri& acception of the 
word , but this loving compellation is capratio benevo- 
lentie, whereby he would infinuate himſelf into the 
affections of thoſe that ſhall read his writings, that he 
might the better prevail with them to cloſe with his ad- 
vice; and *cis as if he had ſaid, He that feares God 
and the King, ſhall no longer be accounted my ſubje& 
or ſervant, but my Son: or if you look upon Selowon 
as giving this counſel or precept in Gods name, and | 
ſpeaking as in his perſon, then it intimates thus much 
ro us, that he that feares God for bimſelf, and the King 
for Gods ſake, is the ſon of God. 

But from gue Ne we paſſe briefly to the 
Advice it ſelf, which conſiſts of two parts : the firſt di- 
reRing us what to do, Feur God and the King : the ſe- 
cond direing us what to avoid 3 Aeadle not with them 
that are gives to change. | 

We begin with the former, wherein we bave a double 
objeR, Godand the King, joyned together in one a 
or duty of fear. We ſhall conſider the objeRs firſt 
ſingly, and then as they ſtand in con;unction to- 


gether. | 
The firſt objeR of our fear is God; and we ſhall ne- 


ver do amiſſe if we begin here, for The fear of the Lord p,gy 1.,, 


is the beginning of Wiſdome, It is indeed an IntroduRti- 

on to all Religion, and therefore is more frequently 

preſſed upon us in Sacred Scripture than any other 

duty ; becauſe it is $/&- ov7es, the bridle of the ſoul, 

or rather the whole _ , keeping every _— 
| 2 an 
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and member within their due bounds. It looks toour 
love that we fix it not upon unworthy objefts, nor en- 
tertain into our boſomes any Rival or Competitor with 
God: To our hatred, that we wiſely diſtinguiſh be- 
rween mens perſons, and their fins; To our. deſires, 
joyes, griefs, &c. that they be not inordinate. or immo- 
derate, unwarrantable or exceflive. It looks to our 
devotion, that it be not formal or hypocritical, and 
generally to the whole man, that it be not prophane ard 
licentious. It looks to our eyes, that they glance nor 
wantonly 3 to our eares, .that they neither itch after 
corrupt doctrines, nor yet be defiled with” 235+5 cdmpes, 
filthy and corrupt communications: To our tongues, 
that they be not ſet on fire of hell (as St. 7ames ſpeaks ) 
with flanders and detraQtions: T o onr hands, that they 
meddle not - with Naborh's Vineyard, ard much leſſe 
with Gods heritage: To our feer, that they be not 
ſwift to ſhed blood; or carry us to the doing of ſuch 
things as are diſhonourable to God, injurious to others, 
or our own ſouls: and, laſtly, to our hearts, that they 
be not ſtollen from God, by the deeeirfulneſſe of ſin. 
Andfurely there is no difpofition of the ſoul more proper 
rowards God; than this of ſear. For although God ſtoop 
fo low as tovouchſafe us the favour of-loving him, yet 
that in nite diſtance that is between God and us, ſhews 
plainly that there is not ſo proper a fitneſle of this Af- 
tection, as that of fear, which ſuits ſo well between our 
baſeneſſe and his Glory ; that the more diſproportion 
tnere is berween God and us, either in reference to his 
greatneſle or his goodneſle, the more due and proper 
is our Fear of him. 

Neither is it aduty leſfz neceſſary than proper for us 
to perform, fince without this we are no better than 
practical Atheiſts; for Primns in orbe Deos ficit timor.--.. 
Ard indeed, where the fear of God hath taken 
polleflion of the heart, it will have an influer.ce upon 
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our- whole carriage, both to God and man. In res 
-ferenceto God. 

Firſt, it will make us carefnlto avoid. all thoſe ſinful 
wayes which are diſhonourable.to God, and. injurious 
£0 that Love which he hath manifeſted to us in his Son. 
This made 7oſeph rejet with indignation the intice- 
ments of his wanton Miſtris, and cry out, Hew ſpall I 
dy this great wickedneſſe, and ſin againſt God ? This made 
the fair and conſtant wife of 7oakim,, to withſtand the 
Grace-wanting Rhetorick. of the Iſraclitiſh Elders. 
Bur if this bridle of fear be. not upon our necks, we ruſh * 
headlong intoall manner of enormities, and ſtick.at no 
fin how foul ſoever. Hence the Apoſtle reckoning up 
the outragiqus impieties which wicked men did break 


into, adds this as the ground of all, There is. no fear of g,, , 4 / 
God before their eyes. I have not time to infiſt upontke ; z. ad is. / 


uſual diſtin&ion of Fear, into Servile, Filial, and initial, 
mixt of both. Ic may ſuffice to tell you, that the Filial 
fear which ariſeth not fromthe ſmart of Juſtices whip, 


but from the love of God, reconciling himſelf to us in !fal. 130. 


Chriſt, and of an enemy becoming our friend and fa- 4. 
ther: this is the proper Chriſtian fear, although it were 
well, if che former kind had any influence upon many 
mens hearts, for it might in time become an Handmaid 
to uſher in that more noble and genuine fear, asthe 
Needle drawes the thread after it. But alas, the wic- 
kedneſle of moſt mens lives, teſtifies to their faces, that 
they are ſtrangers to all fear of God. Durſt we for 
every trifle blaſpheme the great God of heaven, if we 
feared him ? The Jewes have. a conceit, that the ſin of 


theIſraelite (toned for blaſphemy, Levit. 24. was onely Levit.24- 


this, that henamed the Ts7paſezmuaſoy, the four-letter'd '+ 
Name of God ( fehovah.) which they conceive-oughr 
not to be mention'd, Shall their fear keep them from 
naming the dreadful Name of God, and ſhalt not our 
tear keep us from abuſing it ? Durſt we.rebell againft; 
. | B 3 t20ſe 
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thoſe lawful Powers which God hath ſet over us, if we 
feared him whoſe Powers they are? Durſt we be 
painted Sepulchres, and mock God with formal flou- 
riſhes of Piety, when our conſciences tell us we are 

Rrangets tothe power ofit? Durſt we make our lives 
Mulci di- gne continued contradiction to the commands of God, 
Chriſtian; 3nd the bleſſed example of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, if we 
21cooty. feared bim ? eſpecially ſince we know how eaſily, and 
meliam juſtly, God might for our tranſgreſling but one Com- 
Chriſti, mand, with another Command diſpatch us to Hell ? 
'*4/jen,* 1 would'to God theſe Arguments were not too demon- 
ſtrative againſt the greateſt part of the ſons of 
men. Bur, 

Secondly, where the fear of God takes poſſeſſion of 
the heart, it will have an influence upon our Religious 
Worſhip : For there is a Timor Cultns, as well as Cal- 
p4 3 a Devour, as well as Careſul fear. Hence it is that 
fear in Scripture is ſometimes put for the whole duty of 
Deur. 10. Gods Worſhip : as where it is ſaid Dexter. 10. 20.T hor 

20. ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, and ſerve him, it is rendred 
Mat. 4-1. by our Saviour, T how ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God,and 
him onely ſhalt thox ſerve: and where it is faid 1a. 29. 
I3. In vain do they fear me; it is rendred by Chriſt, 
Marth,1 5. 1 vain do they worſhip me, &c. Thus David profeſſeth 
P'fal.s.7. his fear of God ſhall be expreſſed, P/al. 5. 7. 1s thy 
fear will 1 worſhip toward thy holy Temple. : that is, I 
will adore thee with ſuch expreſlions of humility and 
reverence, asare moſt juſtly due from a ſinful creature 

to a Glorious Creator, 

And oh! that there were in mens hearts this Religi- 
ous fear towards God, when they come to worſhip be- 
fore him, that they would remember in whoſe preſence 

Oquam theyare, whoſe Word its they hear, and how glori- 
roy” vl... that Majeſty is to whom they addrefle their ſuppli- 
ms ſave; <arions! Surely were theſe things duely confidered, 
Jacob, Mens bebaviour in the Houſe of God would not be fo 
Gea. 28.17 rude, profane and ſcandalous, as generally they are ar 
* this 
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this day: and if men would remember that God hath 
made them bodies as well as ſoules, and commanded us 
0 glorifie him in both; they would not think ſuch a 
reverent deportment of the outward man, as may beſt 
teſtifie the inward awfulneſfe of their hearts, to be ſo 
1eedieſſe and mpertinent a thing, as it is at this day ima- 
ined; much leſſe would they count it ( as ſome do ) 
a Se91Sa1101ie, a ſuperſtitious, over-fearing of God. 

Auguſtus Ceſar being invited by one of his ſubjects, 
and entertained in a ſlender and irreverent manner, far 
below his dignity ; inſtead of thanking him, gave him a 
ſmart check, telling him, Nox patavs me tibs adeo fami. 
liarem efſe : | did not think thatyou and I had been (6 
familiar. So when we behave our ſelves rudely and ir- 
reverently in Gods worſhip, hear him ſpeaking to us in 
his Word, with as little regard, as if we heard the ſtory 
of Guy or Bvis; and ſpeak to him in our prayers, as 
if we ſpake toour fellow or inferiour; God may juſtly 
ſay tous, I did not think you andT had been ſo familiar, 
I thought there had been more diſtance to be obſerved 
between duſt and aſhes, and him who dwelleth between 
the Cherubims. And no marvel if our devotions return 
ſo often without an olive branch of peace and comfort ; 


1 Cor, 6. 
29. 
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for how ſhall he hear us, who either hear not our Quomedo 
ſelves, or pray unto him in ſoirreverent and ſlight- t< Devs 


ing a manner, as if we cared not for an anſwer? But, 


audizt qui 
reipſum 


Laſtly, this Religious fear will have an influence up-,,,,, a,gis? 


on ourcarriage toward man : that Juſtice and righte- 
ouſneſſe, mercy and charity, truth and honeſty, which 
we cauſe to ſhine forth in our dealings with men, theſe 
are ſo many letters teſtimonial in our behalf ( if they 
proceed from faith ) rhat we are ſuch as fear God. 
Whence was it that Abraham did ſuſpe&t to meet 
with ſuch injurious dealing at the hands of the Ph:ls- 


| 


/tins, that they would kill him, and force his wife, but Gene 2c. /. 
becauſe he thought, Sxrely the fear of God is not in this 11, 


place? 
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place? And Feſeph, willing to fatisfie his bretliren 
( whom he detained as ſpies) that they ſhould meet 
with nothing but fair and juſt dealing at his hands, gives 
Glace? th em this ground of aſſurance, I am one that fear Ged, 
18, Geneſ.42.18., And God hiwſelf giving this teſtimony 
195 1.8. of Jeb, that he feared him, proves it by thts mwrdirm, Fe 
is a perfett and upright man. Theſe then are the two 
expreſſions of our fear, Piety and Devotion toward 
God, Juſtice and Uprightnefſe rowards man, ard theſe 
muſt not be ſevered ; we miſtake foully it we think one 
will ſerve without che other : fo that vain is that Pha- 
riſaical trick praiſed by roo many, little to regard the 
weighty matters of the Law ( as Chriſt calls them ) 
Judgement, Mercy, Fidelity, Conicientious honeſty, to 
make no ſcruple of tranſgrefling the bounds of theſe, 
but to live in Envy, Hatred, Malice, Uncharitableneſſe ; 
to wallow in Oppreſlion and Violence, Luſt and Un- 
cleanneſſe, Pride and Hypocriſte; in Schiſme, FaRtion, 
Sedition, diſobedience to lawful Authorities, and yer 
think that their profeſting Religion, and talking of 
Scripture ( oftentimes very unſeaſonably and imperti- 
bi audio . "a 
com fa4z Nently ) their hearing of Sermons, and making long 
vid.-am Prayers, pretending of Conſcience, training at a Gnat, 
contratia? while they ſwallow a Camel, are proofs ſufficient of 
Jawes2- their fearing God. Surely what St. Zames ſaith of 
faich, the ſame I may ſay of fear, Shew me thy fear by 
thy works, and not onely by works of Piety and Devo- 
tion rowards God. Theſe we highly eſteem, but leave 
them to God to judge of them, who is the great ſearch- 
er of hearts, and knowes with what intention or af- 
fetion we perform any ſervice to him; bur let your 
light ſhine before men, ſaith Chriſt : ſhew me thy fear 
by works of mercy and charity, juſtice and equity, 
if theſe be wanting in the general courſe of thy 
life, it 1s a miſtaken-charicy to judge thee a man fear- 
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And now having given you this brief account of chts 
firſt duty, let me beſecch you in the words of the Apo- ! Pet.1 17: 
{tle, to paſſe the time of your ſojourning here, inthis 
Rehgious fear of God; and that I may the better pre- 
vail with you, let this conſideration be deeply. engraven 
in your memories, that Gods eye is alwayes upon you : 
All things arc nak:d and opened to the eyes of bim with Heb. q.1z. 
whum we have to ar. All things lye with their face up. Reſupivara 
ward before him, being ftripr of all falſe masks,, and diſ-{*'® £r2ſ- 
cuiſes of Hypocriſfiez yea, they have their inſide turned 
outward, 74p2yraeuir-, being a Metaphor taken from 1ntine p:- 
the ſacriticed Beaſt, that was chined down the Back tentia,ſaith 
bone, that all the inward parts might more clearly be **- 
diicerned. 2xicquid facio coram te facio, & quicquid eft 
quod facts, tu melins n'ſti, quam ego quis facio, ( ſaith St. 
Auguſtine ) Whatſoever | do, O Lord, I do it inthy 4»4ft. 
preſence, and thou knoweſt it betterthan I whodo ir. 
Were this ſeriouſly remembred, it would make us more 
waccliful over our hearts and wayes, and fearful to of- 
tend him who ſpies out all our wayes, and underſtands pi, : 39. 
our thoughts afar off. What madneſle is it for us ſoto :. 2. 
reverence thepreſence of ſome grave man, yea of a very Maxima 
child, as not todare to venture upon any thing that is —_— 
uncomely, or diſhoneſt, before them, and yet not to re- yeren;ia--- 
gard the omni-preſence of God, and his all-ſeeing eye, Zuven. 
bur ro commit thoſe ſins in ſecret, which we are afraid 
the eye of man ſhould ſee? Men like well the coun- 
ſelof Claudins Ceſar to the young man, $5 yon caſte ta- 
men caute : If thou canſt not live chaſtly, fin cloſely. 
Burt fooliſh man ! canſt thou fin ſo cloſely, as to conceal 
it from God? And art thou afraid to fin in the light of 
the Sun, and not afraid to fin in the fight of him who 
made the Sun, with whom the darknefle is no darkneſſe 
atall, bur che night is as clear as the day, the darknefſe 
and light ro him is both alike. Pſal. 139.12. Oh there- 
fore lec the conſideration of that Glorious ey” * 

C ore 
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fore whom we ſtand, and chat all-ſeeing eye continually 
looking upon us, cauſe us ro walk before bim with re- 
1-b.12.25. verence and godly fear, for our God is a conſuming 
fire. But the time calls upon me to haſten to the ſecord 

ob'e& of our fear, The King. 

a, Part, Fearhimwe muſt, though not wich a Religions, yer 
a Civil fear, yea, and in ſome ſenſe Religious, that is, tor 
cgnfcience fake, and out of a Religious aim and defign, 
to obey Godin this, and all other commands of this na- 
ture. For all obedience tro Magiutrates, ſupreme or 

ſubordinate, is to be performed proprer Denm, for Gods 

Y Per. 213, fake, 1 Pet, 2. 13. So that not toreverence that Autho. 
rity which God hath ſet over ns, is not only an a& of - 
incivility and diſtoyalty, but of irretigion and Atheiſm ; 
becaufe in the contempt of that Authority, there is in- 
cluded a contempt of God, who did eſtabliſh it. As 
God faidto Samxel, when the peopte kick'd at his go- 

1 Sam. 8. vernment, Th have nt rej: ted thee, bis they have re- 

" jetted me. And when the 1/-ae/ires tnurmured againſt 
Moſes and Haron, Meſis tells rhem plainly, your may-- 

Exod,16, 8 murIngs are wot againſt us, but the Lira. 
If you ask me where'n this fear of the King conſiſts, 
I anſwer, firlt generally ; in an awful framing and com- 
poſing of the whole man to his Authority. More par- 
ticularly, We mult reverence him in our thoughts, 
ſpeechesrand ations. = 
Eirſt, We muſt reverence him in the thoughts of our 
Et hearts. This is that Honour Which St. Perer calls for, 
e-**17* Fear Ged, Honour the King. Hotiour is properly rhe 
acknowledgment of ſome excellency in the Perſon ho- 
ngured; w ich acknowledgment is reftified by Reve- 
rence, and Obſetvance anſwerabte thereto. Thus rhe 
: $40. Shabje ts of David honoured him When in their rhqughrs 
*5.3- they'eſieemed him worth ten thoufind of thetnſelves. 
And hate may have a revererit efteemof him 'whom 
Got hath fer over us, ſer us ſtiotfty —_ two 
caings ; 
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things: firſt, -the eminency of his place. Teeg f- | 

ly, the heactics that flow unto us from his 

vernment. | 
Firſt,His Place is fo high, that within his own Nomini- 

ons he is next unto God, and no man, or Order of men 

above him. This every man knowes to be ce lg uage 

of our Lawes; and is it got the languag e of Dd Word 

alſo? Sxbmit jeur ſelves to every 0; nance of hy jor * 

the Lads ſake, whether to the King as ſupreme,-or unto - 

Governours ſext by bim. |hus when Sax was advanced 

to be King over 7[racl, he is ſaid ro be made an Head 

overthe Tribes, 1 Sam 15. 10. Super Imperatorem xe- _ | 

9 eff, nf qui t fecat Ineperatorem. None ( fai Oprazus ) _— 

is above the Emperour, bur God who made tum. Coli- p,.m.1i, yp 

mus [mpergtorem ut bominem Deo ſecundum, & {go Deo Terrull, 

minrem., We reverence the Emperour as next oo 1d Sca- 

God, and inferiour only.ts him. And the fame Father P*l 

e ſewhere faith, He is 4 Deo primus, paſt Dewn [ecpnans, 

&- (els Deo ſubjeAus : this was unqueſtionable, PTY 

inthe Primitive.zimes. In thefirſt conſtitution of G 

vernment amons;the 1/raeliter, rhe power of c: clog 

ſemblies either 7 War, or making Lowes, is$10VeC oh 

Moſes the ſupreme Magiſtrate, Numb. 19.1, 2. Rn tibi : 

uſeof borh the T rumpetsis committed ro him, "and porkg en 

maa muſt blow them wichour his leave : And th ofS the —— -_ 

King is Supreme inall cauſes, and over all perſons Ecele- that Texc, 

faſtical. Tl FI nn God of God is not to be zemoved to Je- 

rauſalem without Davids-appointment, 1 Chros. 1 5, 4 

He allep1bled the ebildren,of Apron and he Levites, for 

thatend; and-he afterward diſtributed them into 

al Orders, to wait by Fr eat. ON A we Ls. £6 
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'-I2 "The whole Duty of Man. 
1 General nate to the Power Imperial; General and National 
Council © © uncils being called by the Authority of Kings and 
was Calle : | 
by conſt. Emperours for many hundred yeares after Chriſt, the 
M. : by ſupremacy of Pope, or Presbyterian Conſiſtory above 
Theod.; by the King, in matters Eccleſiaſtical, was not then once 
_— dreamed of. Let the emineney therefore of the Kings 
50 place, work. in your hearts a reverent eſteem of 
« by Juſti- him. 
n!'enus, 

6 by Conflantin. Barbaus, 9 by Conſt. ard Irene $& by Beſtbns 3 and the like 
power had all Chriſtian Kings in their Dominions, till the Council of 
Leteran. An. 1180, 


Secondly, The benefits of his Government are ſo 
Sreat, that the welfare of Church and Kingdome de- 
pends ( next under God) upon his pious and prudent 
adminiſtration. He is, firſt, the Defender of our faith, 
in maintaining the true worſhip and ſervice of God ; 
In which reſpe& eſpecially he is called by the Propliet 
Eſay 44: Eſay, Nutricizs Evclefie, the Nurſing Father'ot the 
"_ Church. To. this purpoſe our Kings have the holy 
Scriptures committed to them at. their Inauguration. 
Andas the Kings of the fewer were Cnſftodes utrinſque 
T abul2, ſo our Kings are Cxftodes nutrinſque Teſtaments. 
Secondly, He is Preſerver of our Peace, preventing by 
- ** his wiſdome, and ſuppreſling by his power,InſurreCions 

_ at home, and repelling Invaſions from abroad. 
Henceit is that the King is -ſtiled,” both. by the Scri- 
Ezck. 34, Pturei, and by Heathen Writers., neuuiy aa. The 
23. Shepheard of his People to feed them, guide them, and 
defend them, one from another; the poor trom the op- 
x prefſour, and all from the Wolf, the enemy from with- 
iTim.2.2: gut. "The Apoſtle therefore commands us to pray for 
54 »® Kings, that -under | them. we may tead' a quiet and 


1TUL ly + 


Ciey. .Peaceable life, © a peaceable life,” free from civil 
diſſentions, and a quiet -life', ſafe from forein in- 
vaſions. | 


The whole Duty of Map, 


Thirdly, He is ProteRor of our Lawesz as the Sun 
is the fountain'of light, 0 is the King the fountain, of 
FTaſtice; and as the Stars borrow their luſtre of light 
from the Sun, ſo do the Magiſtrates their Power of f w 
Kice from the King ; the rule of which Juſtice are the 
Lawes: fo thatif inferiour Magiſtrates ſhall violate the 
Lawes, they eclipſe the Juſtice of the King, and caſt 
diſhonour upon his Throne 3 which indignity to re- 
venge, he hach the Sword committed to him by God, 
and is appointed viudex malorum, to take vengeance on 
thoſe that do evil; and this ProteRion of the Lawes is 
the Preſervation of our Peace, the Defence of our Re- 
ligion, and the Glory of both. You ſee then the un- 
ſpeakable benefics that low from the good Government 
of Sovereign Magiſtrates : upon which account David 
is called by his ſubjeRs the Light of 1Fa&, he in whom 


13 


Rom 13-4, 


their glory and comfort ſtood, 2 Sam. 21. 17. and 2 Sam. 
when 7oſiah was ſhin, his people lamented him, 2*- 27- 


under the. Title 'of the Breath of their Noſtrils, 
Lam. 4..* 0; . 


Were i not for Government, one.man would quick- E 


ly be a prey'to another, .and like the wild beaſts in the 
ovelt,. or the fiſhes in the ſea, the ſtranger would de- 

vour the weaker, Sad experience hath taught us whac 
wotul confuſions, what tragicaldeſtruRions a Nation is 
” Siverr up to, when Rebellion hath made ir Headleſſe, 
and deprived it ofits lawful Governour. . In thoſe dayes 
. theye-was mo King in 1ſracl, every man did that which was 
right in their own eyes, Judg, 17.6. It's noted as the 
Sround of that woful diſorder and confuſion, that was 
among the ewes, both'in matters Civil and Religious: 
for then Aicah ſet up a Religion of his own devifing, 
- and conſecrated his own ſon to be his Prieft : Then fell 
_ themen- of Das to plynder and rifle houſes and cities, 
and enrich themſelves with unlawful ſpoiles: Then. fell 

the men of Gibrah to abuſe 4” Levites wife, and would 

te * - not 
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Lamear. 
2ZO. 


we muſt 
uſe ro 
Kings, 
Priphct7s 
BuaTivais. 
Pluc-Apo. 


$4ccon. 


Exod, 2:2, 
29, 


Jud. v. 8, 


ple; and St. Fade reckons this 


onities, 
We maſt reverence-bim +01 our Aftions- 


1he whole Duty of Man, | 


%t have ſpared the Levi alfo, if they could have come 
nearhin: and all this decauſe there was no King jo 1/- 
ral. The Holy Ghoſt repeats 4t rhree times over inthat 
Book, that. we might rake notice of the true cauſe of 
thoſe diſorders, on ; ( 8s it were ) fercheth a deep Ggh 
ſo often as he repears it. 

Thefe then are the grounds of thatinward Reve- 
rence which we owe to Kings and Sovereign Magi- 
Piſtrates : when we are truly ſenſible of theſe two 
things, the Sovereignty and Dignity of their Office, 
and the benefrs har flow from their Government, they 
cannot but work in our hearts towards them an awiul 
and honourable efteem. 

SecondWly, We mnſt reverence him in.our ſpeeches : 
when we ſpeak torbe King, our language mutt be ſuch 
as may plainly reftifie that the-enditer of it was an hun» 
dle. and reyerent heart. Hence the uſual language 1n 
which the Ancients 4id addreffe themſelves to their 
Princes, was;My Lord, or King,or ohKing live for-ever. 
Solikewiſe when we ſpeak of the King, ic mult bewith 
reverence: 'We muſt not think our Tongues -qur own 
to'ſpexk whar we liſt of thoſe in Authority. Indeed 
T ibrrius C efar Emperont of Rome hearing bow ilihe 
was ſpoken of by the Rewnans, pur ir-off-with a jeſt , 
&aying, 1n Civirate libera Crvimmiizgunsliberas uſe 0- 
grtee Tr's fit that free Citizens ſhould have ther 

ongues free ro fpeak their pleaſure : - But -Godg, before 
whom we muſt give account for every vain+word, and 
much.more.for irreyerent ant -reproachful ſpeeches ut- 
tered againſt Magiſtrares, doth exprelly forbid this li- 
berry. Thox halt not ſpenk;evil.of the Reuter of thy peo- 
7 #azte 's up among thoſe prodigi- 
ous fins wherewith-the ſedycers of his time did dehite 
theniſelves; "They d5pife tewinien, nnd ſprak, .cnil .of 


er(:8. 


Firſt, 


The whole "Daly of Man, 
Firſt, in our Geſtures; Thus Arannab the 7ebuſite, 
when he met King David, bowed himſelf before hum 
with his face to the ground, 2, Sm. 24. 20. and we find 
the Prophet Nathan in the ſame humble poſture be- 
fore him, 1 Ki. 1. 23. Secondly, in caſe of neceffary 
defence, we mult teſtifie our fear of the King, by a 
ready expoſing of our perſons, and whatever is dear to 
us, to the extremeſt hazards, for his ſafety and preſer- 
yation , reſolving with Loyal [ttas, 2 Sam. 15 2t, 4s 
the Lord liveth, (urely in what flace my Lord the Kin 
ſoall be, whether in death or life, even there aljo wil! thy 
ſervant be. Thirdly, Incaſe of neceflary ſupply 3 by a 
chearful payment of ſuch Tributes, Taxes and Cuſtomes, 
as are by L aw impoſed upon us. Render to every man 
his due, Tribute to whom Tribute, Rom. 13-6. 7. Our 
Saviour Chriſt who commands us to-render to C.a/ar 


. ther ( ſaith Solomon ) to keep the Kings commendenenty ohee. of 


them inmindto be [ubjeit to Princinalfties and Pan ers, if See D. . 
&bcy Magiſtrates: and 1'Per. 2. = Swhanit your [elves ER 
to every ordinance of man for the Lords (ahe, whether 40 cum. 
rhe King, ar jrprense, ic, Though the Adeainiliogtie 
of Power be called X-3eww{rn 7i015, an bhamane Ordi- 
nation, or Creation, fubyeRively, becauſe it is mcenigd 

Y 


The while Duty of Min, 
by man; and objeRtively; becauſe ir is uſed about the 
Government of humane ſociety: and chiefly 74:47; 
becauſe the end of tha: Adminiſtration is for 
the good of ' mankind, yer the power it ſelf is or- 
dained of God, and for his ſake to be ſubmitted unto. 
* Xom. And this obedience muſt be general, both in reſpect ot 
V-de ch!y. he Object,every Ordinance of man;and in reſpe& of the 
ſotnmum, SubjeR, * Every ſol mult be ſubjet? ro the higher powers, 
Theed. No man, or Order of men, Spiritual or Secular, is ex- 
reliq.Gr; empred from ſubje&ion not the Pope of Rome, nor the 
_ 2 Senate of Rem: : +nd if not the Senate of Rewe, much 
Qui: leſle the Senate of England; for the Senate of Rome 
centa: ex had once the ſupreme Authority legally inveſted in 
cipere, rhemſelves*, which the Parliament of Enz/and never 
tenrar de- h14; and yet nowthey allo muſt be ſubje&, and that 
yagi eto Nero. And this obedience muſt be performed, not 
piſ. Seno- onely for fear of wrath, bur for conſcience fake, Row. 
nenfem. 13.5. 

* Til! Ja- But the Magiſtrate is wicked, muſt I now obey 
lius Cxſur ems 

it from Anſw. Yes, in lawful things, though he were a Dio- 
them. eleſian, or Pulian *: for the wickedneſſe of man cannot 
* Diſtin- qullifie the ordicance of God. That Doctrine which 
| | ns ſome have vented, that Domininum temporale fandatur 
2teroum 5» Gratia, Temporal Dominion is founded in Grace , 
a Domino that is, That no private man hath right rochis poſſeſli- 
temporali, 9ns, or Publick Magiſtrate right to rule over others, 
_— unleſſe himſelf be a gracious perſon, is a dectine abſo- 
tao lutely deſtruRive to Government, yea, to humane ſo- 
zternum Ciety-3.for if this were once granted, every man who 
ſcryicbant thinks himſelf godly, ( and who will not think ſo when 
ans advantage is to be made of it) hath liberty to rebell 
Page. = ' againſt any Magiſtrate, whom»be conceives not tobe 
concerning Zracious, and to deprive his neighbour of his poſleſſi- 
the ſoul- ons, if he judge him not a child of God , this liberty 
diers of , would quickly open a wide gap to all confuſion and dil- 
_ . | order, 


The whole Daty of Map. 
erder. - Let us therefore ſend back this'Doftrine' to 
Hell where it was firſt hatched. Surely what the Apo- 
{tle enjoynes ſervants in reference to their Maſters, is 
true ofSubjeRs in reference to their Kings; Be ye ſ# 


Jett not onely to the good and conrteous, but alſo to the, vp, , + 
froward. Though King Sax dealt moſt injuriouſly with :o,3:; 
David, though he had imbrued his hands in the bloud /:onihes, 


of 85 Prieſts in one day; though he were poſſeſſed with 
an evil ſpirit ; yet when opportunity had put him twice 
into Davids hands, he would not offer him the leaſt 
violence, but ſtayes the hands of 4bi/hai, who was cat- 
neſt to have killed him; Deſtroy him not, for who ca 
lay hands ex Gods anointed, and be guiltleſſe ? 1 Sam. 26.9. 
And here obſerve, that the Annointing of Kings doth 
not” betoken any Spiritual Grace that it conferrs upoa 
them, but 7s Regnand,, a juſt ticle totheir Crown and 
Scepter. If they onely are Lawful Kings who are Reli- 
Sious and Gracious, How comes Cyras an Heathen, a 
ſtranger co the erue Religion, ro be Chriffs Domins, 
the Lords Annointed, ks is called expreſly by God 
himſelf, 7/a. 45- 1. And how comes Sax! to have ſantts- 
tatem Unitionss, who had not ſanftitaters vite? though 
it were much to be wiſhed that Grace and Vertue were 
as fragrant in the hearts of all Princes, as the oyl is upon 
their heads; yer our Allegiance is due unto them, not 
becauſe they are Religious, wiſe, and Gracious, but be- 
cauſe they are inveſted by God with a Lawful Authori- 
ty, and have ajuſt Right to govern their SubjeRts, et 
ther by vertue of their lawful EleRion, as in Elective 
Kingdomes, . or of Hereditary Succeſſion, as in our 
own. | 

'Tis true indeed, we muſt not obey an Evil Magi- 
ſtrate, nor a good one neither, in his evil and unrighte- 
ous decrees. There are Que Dei, as well as 2ue Ca- 
ſarir, Things to be readred to God, as wellas to Ceſar; 
and our Allegiance to Ceſar mult not be ſtretched =- 

| D yon 
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yond the due bounds of that Allegiance which in Bap- 


tiſme we have ſworn to the Prince and Captain of our 

ſalvation, Chriſt Jeſus : Whilſt the Commands of God. 

and the King ſtand in ſubordination, we muſt obey 

both : but when they ſtand jn oppoſition, then the A- 

at poſtles Maxime is good, Deo petius quam hominibus, 

4:19- {8s 4. 19. 

But if we may not obey them in Evil, may we refiſt 

them, and- by any force ( ſavethat of Prayer and ear-- 

neſt Petition ) oppoſe them ? For Anſwer hereunto I. 

muft ſend you to-St. .Par!, who declares the mind of 

God herein ſo plainly, that he that runs may read it, 

| unleffe he:will wilfully wreſt the Scriptures to his own 
Widedit deſtruQton, Row. 13.1, 2. Let every Soul be ſubjett 
= _— to the higher Powers, for there is no Power but of God, 
200. dedie the Powers that be are * Ordained of God, ( the male- 
Juliano a- adminiſtration of Power is from God permitting it, but 
poſtarz. thePower it ſelf from God Ordaining'it). New mark 
4% the Inference which the Apoſtle makes from hence : 
*The wor PP Pvorver * reffteth the Power repfteth the Ordinance 
Sillluas;. of God, and thry that reſiſt ſhall vecerve to themſelves 
FNTI<a uation, Herennto agrees that of Solomen, who 
ſhewswhat wrote nqt as @-partial Judge in his own cauſe, as ſome 
—_— have Atheiftically affirmed, but as a Pen-man of the Ho- 
file nr ly Ghoſt : He tells us plainly that a King is: 1pHR 
of, is.a againſt whom thereis, ( thatis, there ought robe ) no- 
violent, rifing up ; 1» quem nemo Tnſurgit. So Funins renders - 
forcible the places Non eftquireſiftat es, ſo Clarins the Scholiaſt, 
or riing Go now, and feek for a new Bible to juſtifie thy Rebel- 
up in arms ious Reftftance by, for this am ſure will not doit; beth 
againſt the Teftaments are flatly a_ thee; neither wilt thou find. 
Here the teaſt diſpenſation for.ir from the Do@rines of any 
Joins ( hatl readof ) in the Chriftian Church'for a thouſand 
24+ Heſich, Years after Chriſts coming-in the fleſh : That noble Ar- 
explains it my of Martyrs that now fings Halleluiahs continually 2o- 
Pro.3c»3!, God in Heaven, did make uſe of no other weapons to. 

oppoſe their perſecuting Neroes and. Dioclefians , wr 

onely 
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-onely Prayers and tears : not for that the Chtiſtians 


did want power for to reſiſt; Hear wltat Tertufian Terr, apol. 


pleads for them If (faith he} we would deal with you $37: 
like profeſſed Enemies , dreſſer nobis 45 numerorum -&- 
'Copiarnm? ſhould we want torceof Numbers ot armed 
Souldiers? No, laith he, V:ſtra omnia Implevimns, Ge, 
your Courts, Cities, yea, and Camps are full of us: and * 4s #p- 
C #5 non bello Idenei ? what war are we not fit for, 2»; 945 by 
tam libenter trucidamur ? Sutable hereto is the Teſti- _ _ 
mony of St, Cyprian, who lived not long after Teremllie gion 
ry None of us ( ſaith - ) being perſecuted refrfteth , which 
YamVvis nimins & Copioſns nofter fit numeras, th were 

our number be far the greater : the Army of OA 4 —_— 
though it conſiſted moſt of Chriſtians * did fight many Ju, 
bactels for him, but never for themſelvs againſt him , Cypr.adv. 
,notwithſtanding his great cruelty and oppreſſion. And Pemerci- 
if you ask St. Agaſftine how Paganiſme came to ben. 
vanquiſhed, and Chriſtianity to prevaile, he will tell (qv, — 
you it was, 10nd repugnantibns, ſed 4 morientibus Chris their ac- 
ftianir, not by Chriſtians reliſting, but by Chriſtians dy+ clamation 
ing. Reſiſting, oppokng, depoling, Murthering of *27ovinien 
Soveraign Magiſtrates under colour of Religion, was ©&=Piſt- 
firlt raught and learnt in the School of Pope Hildebrand, *** 
or Gregor. 7, And fince maintained by thoſe whoſe Circaann. 
deeds are too often a contradiRtion to thezr Name, the Chriſti 
Jeſuits. - Burt ic hath ever been diſclaimed by all fober '975: 
Chriſtians as falſe and ſcandalous te Religion, and de- 
ſtruRive to the welfare of Churches and Kingdoms, as 
woſul experience hath taught us: And thoſe that in 
theſe latter times have maintained the contrary. ( not- 
withſtanding their pretended hatred of Popery ) bave 
ſharpned their weapens at the forge of theſe Phsl/iftiwr, 
and borrowed Arguments from the Jeſuites. to defend 
their ſeditious Tenents : And no marvet ſince Jefuits 
andSe Iaries will as cafily be reconciled when Kings are 
to be dethroned, as Herod and Pilate were, when Chrift 
was to be Crucified : They are kke Sawpſors Foxes, 

D2 - though 


20 


1 John 4, 
20, 21- 


1 Joh. 5.1, 


The whote Duty of Man.-. 
though their heads look contrary ways, yet are they 
tyed together by the Tayls in ſundry dangerous and 
fiery Do&rines and Praftices , whereby they have ſer 
the Chriſtian world on fire : And thus much for theſe 
two Objects, God and the King, conſidered apart by 
themſelves. 

A word or two of them as theyſtand in conjunRion 
together :- Fear the Lerd andthe King : They are here 
joyned together in One AR or Duty, fear them both , 
and not here onely by Solomon, but elſewhere by Chriſt 
himſelf, Matth. 22.21. Render to Ceſar the things 
that are Ce(ars, And to Cod the things that are Gods : 
Ged and Ceſar, and the dnties that belong to them ſtand 
cloſe together in one Verſe: And from this conjunRion 
we may learn thus much, That in vain do men pretend 
ro the fear of God, where the fear of the King is not 
joyned : And ( except we will think St. Fob» a poor 
Logician) the ſame Arguments he uſeth to prove that 
we cannot love God unleſle we love our Brother, will 
ſerve us inftead to prove that we cannot fear Ged unleſs 
we fear the King alſo, Obſerve how the Apoſtle argu- 
eth, 1 Fohn. 4. 20,21, If any man ſy, I love God, and 
hateth his Brother, he is a Lyar, Fer he that loveth not 
his Brother whom he hath ſeen, how can can he love God 
whom be hath net ſeen? The ſtrength of the Apoſtles Ar- 
gument ab Impoſſibils is built upon the Image of Cod, 
which is inſtamped upon our Brother, both as-a man , 
and asa Chriſtian, whichwhoſoever loves-not,” cannot 
love him whoſe-Image it is: For he that toveth him that 
begat , ſoverh him alſo that is begotten of him : Cap. 
$5.1, The Argument holds as ftrongly.in the Point we 
bavein hand: If any man ſay fear God, and yet fears 
not the King,  heisa Lyar; for he that feareth not the 
King whom he bath, or may ſee, how can he fear him- 
whom he hath not ſeen? And the Foundation upon 
which the Argument is. built, is ( as afore) the Image 
ef God whichis inftamped upon Kings, not generalonly, 
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as men, or as Chriftians, but more peculiar, and farr 
more viſible as they are Kings ; being cloathed with his 
Authority, Prov. 8. 15. Cx1#5 juſſu homines naſcuntur 
bajus as & reges conftitunntur; Irenens: By whoſe Tertul. in 
command men are created, by his command are *P9. 
Kings ordained : Jude eſt Imperator unde & homo ante= 
gum Imperator. Tertull, By himis the Emperor, by 
whom he is a man before he be Emperor : Jnde eft 54s 
peteſtas, unds & Spiritns, from him he hath his power, 
from whom he hath his breath. Therefore, their 
Throne is called Gods Throne. 1 Chrov. 29. 23., Chien, 
Solomon is ſaid to fit down upon the Throne of God: 29.23. 
They have his Spirit of Government beſtowed upon 
them, As Sax! when he was annointed King over 
Iſrael, God gave hin another heart. 1 Sam. 10. g.1Sam-11.6. 
Yea, they are marked for himſelf, by his own Royal YN 9996 
Dixi. Pſal. 82. 6. 1 have ſaid ye are Gods. So char 2arvral - 
the Argument proves invincible: Kings iaving ſo emi- quod vi- 
nent an Iwage of God inſtampt upon them. Ir is iim- rumoffici- 
poſſible in very Reaſon to fear one, unlefle we fear the 9” fit or- 
other alſo. _—_ 
Another Argument by which St. Zohn proves it \;,,,; 
impoſſible to love God, unlefle we love our Brother, 
is drawn from the Authority of God commanding 
both. Verſ. 21. This Commandement have we received 
that. he that loveth Ged, frould love his Brother alſo: 
And have not we received the ſame Commandement, 
that he that fears God , ſhou'd fear the King alſo. 
By this that bath been ſpoken you may plainly ſee, 
whac train. they are of that teach men to be Reli- 
gious Rebells, teach a new way of fearing God, with- 
out fearing the King, Men that fear not to ſpeak e- 
vill of Authority, encourage their ſeduced Profelites 
ro oppoſe it, depoſe it, indeed what not? and yer 
forſooth would be thought the onely men- in the 
Land that fear the Lord : Surely if this be Religion, 
it.is ſuch a one as. ſaies there is. no God: Tens 
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God hath joyned theſe two together, Fear God and 
the King: And what God hath thus joyned , none 
but an Atheiſtical Hypocrite dares go about ro put . 
aſunder. | 

And yet I beſeech you obſerve the order in which 
theſe words do ſtand : Firſt, Fear God, and then the 
K ng ;, Let your loyalty to the King be founded upon 
true piety to God, and not upon worldly advan- 
tages. Evidence your ſelves to be ' good Chriſtians 
by your religious fear of God, and then the better 
2hriſtians you are, the better Subje&s you will be. 
Every wicked man is a bad SubjeR, for, beſides that 
it is not likely that he ſhould be faithful co'kis Prince 
that is falſe to God, ( as Conſtantins Clorns faid long 


/ ago) his ſins are;as ſo many Trealons againſt the 


' welfare and fafety of his Prince, Remember that of 
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the Prephet Samxel. 1 Sam. 12.25. If ye do wickedty 
Je ſhall periſh, both ye and jour King : Hedothnot fay, 
{f Je doe withedly , ye onely foall periſh, or if your 
ing do mickedly you ſhall periſh, or if your King 
do wickedly, he ſhall periſh, (though Princes are no 
more exempted from judgments then private men ) 
but if ye do wickedly, ye, and your King ſpall periſh : 
ſo neer is the Relation between King and Subje&, 
that the ſin of the one reachech to the judgment of 
the other, and the puniſhment of the'one is the ſmart 
of both. And thus I have done with that part of 
Solomons Advice, which direRs us what to do. Fear 
thes the Lardand the King. 
Lend me your patience a little further, whilft 1 
a few words on that part of his Advice which 
us ' what to avoid. eddle wot with thim that 
are ' wa to change... | 
Lhe Hebrew word 10 is plenteous in ſignifi- 
cation, and therefore variouſly rendred by Tranfla- 
tors. 
The Syriak, renders it: Meddle not with Fodles. 
and 
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and indeed well may they that neither fear God nor 
the King be called fools , for they are no better than 
Praical Atheiſts, which are the worſt kind of fools; 
ſuch as David ſpeaks of Pſal. 14.1. The fool bath ſaid 
in his heart there is no God, 

The Septuagint reads the words thus: Fear God and gepcuag. 
the King , x p13* e7ho drove aud ics. Be diſobedient 
to neither. of them z which counſel though ic be very 
good , yet agrees not with the original. 

The vulgar Tranſlation reads it , cum detratioribus ne Volg: 
commiſcearis , meddle not, or benot mingled with Des Vide Bi- 
erators, ſuch as have teeth in their tongues, to gnaw hop Andr, 
the names and honours of the Rulers of the people. Shimes* 
As David ſaid of his enemies , that their teeth were hw 
ſpears and arrows, and their tongue a ſharp ſward , = cw 
P{al. 57. 44 And indeed diſobedience to lawful authoris ly ends in 
ty doth uſually begin here at a rg and Calumny: Sheba's 
Here began Korab's Sedition 3 Ye take too much upon ———_ 
you, ye Moſes and Aron. So Abſalom makes way for ,, , 
his Rebellion , by detraQting from his Fathers Go- 
vernments 2 Sem. 15. 3. See thy matters be right : but 
right or wrong, here's no man deputed of the King 
to hear thee z no bedy todo juſtice in the Land : Oh 
that | were madea Judg, that men might come to: mee , 
and | would not fail to dothemjuſtice! And here be- 
gan all our miſerable confulions: having ſarſciced of 
a long Peace , and being mad for a change, men 
thought there was no readier way to bring it about 
then by (landering the footſteps of Gods Anoyuted, 
defaming him, and libclling againſt him, as if he had 
been a Pbalaris, or Dienyſius : when an impartial Hiſtg- 
ry muſt needs repreſent him to-futare Ages in a. far dif- 
ferent Charater; andthat he was too gaod for 

bad SubjeRs. «8 be Wo 

former Tranſlation runs. thus: Meddle nac 
with the Seditious , that is , thoſe that. wih. — 
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blow the Trumpet of Rebellion, and ſay we have no 

ortion in David: And that we may take heed of mecs 

ing with ſuch , conſider | pray you that the Author of 
all Sedition is the Devil; who as he works in the 
Children of Diſobedience, ſo he cealeth not by his 
peſtilent ſuggeſtionsto ſiirr them up, ſometimes ſe- 
cretly to undertnine Authority , ſometimes openly to 
riſeup againſt it; that he wight hereby diſtarb the 
Order and Peace of the World, and weaken the Pow- 
er, and hinder the Profperous Succeſſe of Religion : 
Satan was a Mutineer in Heaven , and for his Sedition 
expelled from thencez and haviog no Peace in himſelf, 
he is unwilling that we ſhould enjoy any , and there- 
fore he makes it his buſineſs to blow the Coals of Sedi- 
tion in the hearts of his Vaſſals againſt Lawful Au- 
thority : Sedition then being the Devils buſineſs, what 
a Scandal is this to Religion , that men profeſling 
themſelyes Saints, ſhould beſo bufte in driving on the 
Defigns of Satan ? 

If this will not prevail, let the ſad and diſmal con- 
ſequents of our late Seditions for ever deterr us froms 
medling with any more Curſe yee Merefh's ; whereby ' 
we were engaged in a moſt furious, bloudy, and unna- 
tural War, which ended at length in the change of 
our antient Government both Civil and Spiritual, in 
the Horrid Murther of our lawful Soveraign, in the 
Subverfion of our Laws, Liberties, and Properties , 
andthe ( almoſt )baniſhing of Religion, Juſtice, and 
Charicy our of the Land. 

Tread a ftory in Pluterch how the tayl of the Serpent 
Rebelled againſt the head, becauſe it guided the whole 
body, and drew the tayl after it whitherſoever it plea- 
ſed: Hereupon the head yielded that the tayl fhould 
rule : The fad iſſue whereof was this , that'the tayl 
being ſmall, and wanting eyes, drew the whole body, 
head andall, through ſuch narrow creviſes, clefes, and 
thickets, 
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thickets, that it ſoon brought the Serpent to deſtru- 
Rion: Thus we who would not ſubmitto the Go- 
vernment of our Lawful Head, fell at length under 
the Dominion of the Tayle, the loweſt, and worft 
of men, which bad reduced the Nation to all ima- 
Sinable extremities on this fide deſtruRtion. 

But our laſt Tranſlation runs; Meddle not with 
them that are given to change. Pliny ſpeaks of a 
ſwimming Iſland, that never appeares a whole day 
in one place : and Cary#tizs ſpeaks of a Flower thart 
changeth colour three times aday.How fit Emblems are 
theſe of many in this generation, who are (till adding 
or detraQting, or changing, or ſome way or other in- 
troducing ſomething New in Religion or Govern= 
ment, Eccleſiaſtical or Civil :-whoſe fickle and incon- 
ſtant humours, ſhould thoſe that are in Authority go 
about to gratifie, at leaſt in every thing they ſhall de 
fire a change of, they would but proſtitute their Au- 
thority to contempt, and be pur to as hard a task to 
ſatisfie them, as the Taylor, who was to make a Coat 
for the Moon, which was alwayes changing. It is 
not long ſince ſome in this Nation were like children, 
every week for a new Baby, changing as often in their 
Religion and Government ( if at leaſt I may call either 
ſo, being but like a Beares whelp unlicke, into any 
forme ) as wechange in our faſhions: And when we 
had wearied our ſelves with ringing changes, what 
gained we by it, but the brand of Infamy among all 
Nations, and the perpetual entaile of an Egyptian 
Bondage and Slavery upon us and our poſterity, had 
not God in mercy cut off the entail : Did not our go- 
ing about to change the Government of the Nation 
into a Commonwealth , prove our Common.Woe? 
and did we not ſpend all our ſubſtance upon State- 
Empericks, that made a private gain to themſelves of 
our publick calamities ? and through an itch after 
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Novelties, did we not fall at laſt into the hands of wild 
phanaricks, who, had they had time with Pharten to 
ſettle themſelves. in the Chariot of the Sun, they 
would undoubtedly bave conſumed all before them 
for, during that ſmall time of theit tyranny, they 
drove on ſo furiouſly, that the props and pillars of 


Religion and Juſtice were overturned, and our Laws. 


and, Liberties lay gaſping ready to breath and bleed 
out their laſt. Bur, bleſſed be the Lord, who, when 
three Kingdomes and the Church of God in them, 
were like //aac upon the Altar, ready to be made a 
ſacrifice to the fury and phrenfie of miſguided zealots, 
ſuddenly ſteprt in between the Knife and the Sacri-- 
fice, and reſcued us out of the very Jawes of De- 


.ftruction. 


* And yetthere arefſtill ſome men, inſenſible of the. 


former Judgements under which we languiſhed, and 
the preſent mercies-wherewith God hath refreſhed 
us:_ whoſe itch after Innovation, will not ſuffer them, 
or the Nation to be quiet; and though they know 
not how tochange for the better,.yet a change they 
muſt have, that they may not ſeem all this while {xe 
ratione iuſanire: A change of the Antient Fatherly 
Government of Epiſcopacy, into a new Tyrannical 
Presbytery : - a. change of ſet formes, into indigeſted. 
extempore effuſions: or if ſome, out of defigne more 
than Conſcience, be reconciled to Formes, yer nothing 
will pleaſe -them unleſſe the Antient Liturgy of the - 
Church, compiled with great advice and deliberati- 
on, be laid aſide, and a new one of their own deviſing. 
introduced in its room: And this were a change in- 
deed! which: I hope mine £yes ſhall never behold. 
And yet if they cannot have their will herein, they 
fall to their old trade of ſlander and detraQtion, ha-- 
ving learned Fortiter calumniars ut aliquid adhireat, 


tothrow dirt enough upon Governours, that —_ - 
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leaſt may flick. My Brethren, Meddle not with 
theſe changers, ſoas to aſſiſt tbem, either with your 
Counſels or Prayers, with your Perſons or purſes ; let 
our dear bought experience make us wiſe for the fu- 
ture, and not ſuffer our ſelves to be twice entangled 
in the ſame ſnare; unleſſe we be a People fir onely for 
the Hoſpital  /zcxrabil;, we ſhall not ſuffer our ſelves 
to be gulled out of our Loyalty and Duty any more, 
with any pretences of Religion or Liberty, thoſe fair 
Masks that have covered the deformed face of many a 
wicked defign. 

To conclude, you have ſeen your Duty what to do, 
and what to avoid; I beſeech you let it be your ſeri= 
ous care to practiſe it, And as many as walk accor- 
ding to this rule, the God of Peace and Order ſhall 
give unto them ( if not peace with turbulent and %un- 
quiet men, yet) the blefling of internal peace of con» 
ſcience, andeternal peace with himſelf, which paſſeth 


all underſtanding. 


